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was soon averted entirely by the effect upon popular opinion of Lin- 
coln's preliminary emancipation proclamation, the news of which reached 
England in the nick of time. The appreciation of Lee and the criticism 
of the reconstruction which make up the fourth lecture are already 
familiar to American readers through other addresses of Mr. Adams. 
As a study in comparative history, in the relation of American history 
to English history, the lectures are of value. 

"Walter L. Fleming 

The Development of American Nationality. By Carl Russell Pish, pro- 
fessor of American history, University of "Wisconsin. [A 
Short History of the American People, n.] (New York, Cin- 
cinnati, and Chicago : American Book Company, 1913. xxxix, 
535 p. $2.25) 
Professor Pish 's book is the second volume of a new two volume Short 
History of the American People, of which the first volume is to be writ- 
ten by Professor Greene of the University of Illinois with the title ' ' The 
Foundations of American Nationality." Professor Fish's book begins 
with 1783 and Professor Greene's is to extend to 1789, so that the two 
will overlap to some extent. The books are primarily intended for col- 
lege texts but, by avoiding the traditional format of the textbook, it is 
expected that they will meet the needs of the general reader in search 
of a brief review of our whole history. Inasmuch as the reviewer has 
for some years contemplated attempting something of the same kind, 
the plan seems to him to be peculiarly happy. It gives more space than 
a single volume and avoids its bulkiness. The writing of the two volumes 
by different authors has the added advantage of affording the work of 
a specialist in each field. 

Professor Fish's volume is remarkably successful as a whole. It is 
thoroughly modern in spirit, although it does not always utilize the re- 
sults of the latest monographic research. Numerous incisive comments 
scattered through its pages evidence the author's command of his ma- 
terial. Primarily political, it nevertheless adequately develops the in- 
terplay of economic forces. Better than any preceding writer, Profes- 
sor Fish succeeds in weaving the influence of the frontier into the wharp 
and woof of the narrative. 

Upon one point Professor Fish falls into serious error, and that is 
in his treatment of the nullification controversy. In this he perpetuates 
the old time impression produced by Jackson's fulminations. It should 
be quite clear that the controversy resulted in a virtual victory for nul- 
lification. It is immaterial what power Congress asserted in view of the 
fact that it yielded to threats. The nullification of the force bill was 
by no means "harmless," since it left the last word to South Carolina. 
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Union men either left the state or abandoned politics. South Carolina 
became the center of a propaganda which converted and unified the 
whole South and which in 1861 transmuted nullification into secession. 
These results were but slightly counterbalanced by the fact that the epi- 
sode gave "Webster a second opportunity to propound the doctrine of 
nationalism. 

As is inevitable in a book covering so large a field, there are a few 
minor errors, some of them mere slips and others resulting from the 
repetition of older views. Monroe signed the first Missouri compromise 
bill without agreement as to the force of "forever." John "W. Taylor, 
instead of Clay, was speaker of the house during the second Missouri 
struggle. The land bill is omitted from the account of the compromise 
of 1833. Polk was not responsible for the establishment of the Union 
with Ritchie as editor. Very few of the early settlers of Kansas were 
abolitionists. Preston Brooks was returned to the house at a special 
election and not as implied at the next succeeding regular election. 
Taney's inclusion of political issues in the Dred Scott decision was the 
result of the insistence of McLean and Curtis upon doing so in minority 
opinions. The erroneous idea that an exceptional offer of public land 
was made to Kansas as an inducement to accept the Lecompton consti- 
tution is perpetuated. Curtis instead of Black should have been men- 
tioned as counsel for Johnson in the impeachment trial, since the latter 
withdrew from the case. The issue involved in the controversy over the 
Maine boundary should have been explained. Space for the purpose 
could have been made by condensing the account of Calhoun's presi- 
dential candidacy in 1843, which appears twice. Recent events are treat- 
ed somewhat gingerly as is perhaps unavoidable in a book intended for 
general adoption as a text. The body of the book is almost absolutely 
free from typographical errors, but a considerable number occur in the 
bibliographical notes. The book is illustrated with a few portraits and 
some excellent maps and is provided with a good index. 

P. H. Hodder 

Contemporary American History, 1877-1913. By Charles A. Beard, as- 
sociate professor of politics, Columbia University. (New York : 
The Macmillan Company, 1914. 397 p. $1.50) 
The greater part of this volume is devoted to an interesting, suggestive 
and attractively written sketch of the social and industrial revolution 
which followed the close of the Civil War. During the early years of 
this period there developed a capitalistic class composed of efficient, 
energetic, dominating men who organized gigantic enterprises, and 
gained control of many of the nation's natural resources. The political 
philosophy of this class, which. seems to have been a belief "in the widest 



